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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The most recent wave of displacement in Anbar, Ninewa, and Diyala 
Governorates (October 2014) has increased the total estimated number 
of IDPs to 1.9 million people (up by 100,000), who are displaced across 
1,928 sites throughout Iraq (OCHA, 2014).  Close to half have sought 
refuge in the KR-I, including one quarter in Dahuk Governorate alone. An 
estimated 49 per cent of all IDPs originate from Ninewa Governorate, and 
28 per cent from Anbar Governorate. Close to one third of IDPs are in 
acute need of winterization assistance, as their current shelter conditions 
and clothing are inadequate to protect them from the upcoming harsh 
winter weather, where temperatures can drop below -15 degrees Celsius 
in high altitudes.  

Due to the protracted conflict, public resources are slowly being depleted, 
particularly in areas under the control of ISIS and affiliated armed groups. For example, in Ninewa Governorate basic 
preventative and specialized treatments for the local population are hindered by a shortage of resources due to the siege 
by ISIS and affiliated groups. ISIS is using the blockage of trade and control of water projects as a strategy to control 
population movements.  

Some 2.2 million of the 5.2 million people in urgent need of humanitarian assistance are not accessible to humanitarian 
actors, due to their location in areas under ISIS control or in highly insecure areas.  The Government of Iraq and some 
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Highlights  

 Revised estimates report that the number of IDPs has increased by 
100,000 to a total of 1.9 million people across 1,928 sites within Iraq 
(OCHA, 2014). 

 UNICEF is continuing its distribution of children’s winter clothes as 
part of its winterization initiative. Phase I of the distribution was 
finalized, reaching 13,393 children (6,501 girls and 6,892 boys aged 
between 0 and 14 years), exceeding the initial target of 12,500 by 
eight per cent. Additionally, 105 sets of winter clothes were delivered 
to pregnant women in nine different locations across Dahuk 
Governorate and 2,468 blankets were delivered in Derabon.  

 UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO) supported the 
Ministry of Health (MoH) with the implementation of the National 
Polio Campaign (October 19 – 23). A total of 5,684,810 children aged 
under five years were vaccinated, reaching 99 per cent of the target.   

 A month-long health and hygiene promotion campaign conducted by 
the Directorate of Health (DoH) Dahuk with the support of UNICEF 
reached a total of 9,865 families across all districts of Dahuk. 

 
28th October – 8rd November 2014 

 

  
People in need of urgent 
humanitarian assistance  

5.2 million 

 
Target population 
 

WASH: 3,500,000  

Health: 340,000  

Education: 250,000  

Child Protection: 75,000 

Rapid Response: 1,400,000 

Winterization: 200,000  

Requirements (updated 8 Nov as per 
UNICEF component of revised Strategic 
Response Plan for Iraq) 

 US$319,412,617 
Funds received  
(as of 8 November, 2014) 

US$112,806,871 
 

 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
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Coalition partners are trying to address the dire 
humanitarian needs in these areas by air dropping relief 
items, however insecurity is hindering the ability to 
rapidly deliver relief in sufficient quantities.  

Humanitarian leadership & coordination 

Following the outbreak of conflict in Anbar, the spread 
of violence to surrounding governorates and the 
subsequent mass displacement, the Humanitarian 
Coordinator officially activated the cluster system in 
Iraq. UNICEF leads the WASH and Education Clusters 
and the Child Protection Sub-cluster and is 
coordinating the strategy and response to the multiple 
displacements with all cluster members. OCHA, UN 
agencies, and humanitarian partners have worked to 
coordinate the sector response for the influx of Syrian 
refugees with the cluster response for IDPs to promote 
an integrated response where possible.   

Humanitarian Strategy 

The UNICEF response strategy and priorities in Iraq are 
in line with the targets and objectives of the revised 
Strategic Response Plan (SRP) for the internal 
displacement crisis and remain focused on providing 
access to basic and life-sustaining services for Iraqi IDP women and children and host communities in order to protect 
them from further deprivations or exposure to violence. The Regional Response and Resilience Plan (3RP) focusing on 
Syrian refugees in Iraq is still under revision/development. UNICEF, in partnership with UN agencies, I/NGOs, local 
authorities and civil society organizations, continues to implement and consistently refine its rapid response as well as 
contingency planning in order to effectively address rapidly changing humanitarian needs resulting from fluid mass 
displacements. Drawing on a combined assessment and immediate, rapid response approach, UNICEF is providing multi-
sectoral packages of life-saving commodities and relief interventions to affected communities, particularly focusing on 
minorities and hard-to-reach, highly mobile populations. A multi-sectoral, holistic approach is also being adopted in 
UNICEF’s response to the IDPs currently living in schools, including joint WASH, health and nutrition, education, child 
protection and communication for development (C4D) interventions. With the onset of rains, winterization is an 
immediate response priority. 

Analysis of Program Response per Sector  
Child Protection  

In Anbar, Baghdad, Diyala, Kerbala, Ninewa and Salah al-Din Governorates, UNICEF facilitators and partners 
documented and verified a total of 33 incidents of grave violations against child rights (MRM) throughout the reporting 
period, while eight cases were reported and are pending verification. Since June 10, 415 MRM cases have been 
documented and verified across ten Governorates and an additional 200 cases are pending verification. Child protection 
monitoring was stepped up in Chamchamal, Qalatze, Peramagrun, Sulaymaniyah City and Arbat transit and permanent 
Camps. UNICEF conducted MRM training for the Child Protection Working Group (CPWG) members in Sulaymaniyah 
Governorate, which was attended by 22 social workers, project coordinators and staff from STEP and IRC, working in 
Child Friendly Spaces (CFS).  A total of 16 unaccompanied and separated children, 9 children with disabilities and 5 
children with psychosocial distress and mental health disorders were identified in IDP camps in Dahuk Governorate, and 
one separated child was identified in Sulaymaniyah Governorate.  All case files have been reviewed and referred for 
appropriate follow-up.  

Throughout the reporting period, UNICEF in collaboration with its implementing partners provided psychosocial support 
(PSS) services to a total of 7,458 IDP children across the KR-I, of which 5,884 children (2,775 boys and 3,109 girls) were 
assisted through child friendly spaces in the Governorate of Dahuk, 1,386 children (845 boys and 541 girls) in the 
Governorate of Erbil and 188 children in the Governorate of Sulaymaniyah.  UNICEF initiated collaboration with 
Kurdistan Save the Children (KSC) to provide child protection services, including a CFS, in Peramagrun, where 700 IDP 
families are currently residing in unfinished buildings and rented houses. These Yazidi, Arab Sunni and Shabak IDPs 
which came from Falluja, Sinjar and Telafar had not been reached by any other agency providing services for children. 

Locations of multi-sectoral IDP needs assessments conducted by UNICEF staff, 
facilitators and implementing partners (total 538; 6 conducted between 28th  October 
and  3rd November 2014); for more information on the detailed results of the 
assessment, visit this link. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/unicef-odk-mira-map
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Education  

In Dahuk Governorate, 33 schools previously hosting IDPs were evacuated, leaving the total number of schools still 
occupied in Dahuk at 353 (mostly in Zakho, Sumel and Dahuk city centers). The Federal Ministry of Education (MoE) is 
advocating for the construction of ten prefabricated schools across the governorate (seven in Dahuk, one in Sumel and 
two in Zakho City Center). Furthermore, the Federal Government expressed willingness to build three schools in IDP 
camps, which is in addition to the eight tented schools in IDP camps UNICEF committed to construct. In an effort to 
harmonize the curriculum and learning materials for IDP students, both from Kurdish and Arabic speaking areas of Iraq, 
UNICEF is coordinating with the Directorates of Education (DoE) from Ninewa and Dahuk. In Sulaymaniyah Governorate, 
12 non-camp primary and secondary schools were made available by MoE for the schooling of IDP children.  Additionally, 
the DoE Sulaymaniyah and Erbil allocated nine pieces of land (7 in Sulaymaniyah, 2 in Shaqlawa), which will be used to 
establish IDPs caravan schools.  In Erbil Governorate, 407 students participated in the refresher courses and 231 students 
participated in recreational activities offered by UNICEF, in cooperation with implementing partners.  

Health & Nutrition 

UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO) supported the Ministry of Health (MoH) to carry out a National Polio 
Campaign (October 19 – 23) which covered the whole of Iraq targeting 5.7 million children under the age of five years. 
MoH data reports that 5,684,810 children aged under-five years (99 per cent of the target) were vaccinated.  Baji in Salah 
al-Din Governorate was the only district that could not be covered, due to insecurity. This is the fifth national campaign 
this year and the seventh national campaign since the outbreak of polio in the region in October 2013.  

A month-long health and hygiene promotion campaign conducted by the Directorate of Health (DoH) Dahuk with the 
support of UNICEF, concluded on October 30. 36 teams visited 9,865 families in all districts of Dahuk, informing them 
about general and personal hygiene, diarrheal diseases, benefits of vaccinations, and care of pregnant mothers. Along 
with information, education and communication materials, the teams distributed some NFIs, including clothes, hygiene 
kits, and cleaning materials, as well as Oral Rehydration Solution (ORS) to people suffering from mild diarrhoea. A tent-
to-tent assessment of the health situation in Arbat IDP Camp in Sulaymaniyah Governorate has been conducted with 
UNICEF support. The assessment includes registration of pregnant and lactating mothers, newborn and children aged 
under one year for routine immunization.  

During the reporting period, the newly established Nutrition Technical Working Group, under the lead of UNICEF, 
convened its first meeting. The aim of the working group is to provide technical support to the government and 
humanitarian partners through the Health and Nutrition Cluster.  During the reporting period, 461 children aged under 
five years were screened for growth monitoring in Dahuk Governorate. 80 of those children were treated for Global Acute 
Malnutrition and 1,157 sachets of ready to use supplementary food and 20 sachets of therapeutic food were distributed 
to children at risk.  Based on an assessment of DoH stocks, UNICEF supplied significant quantities of nutritional 
supplements, drugs, medicines, medical and midwifery kits to support basic, maternal and neonatal health care and cold 
chain equipment to Dahuk Governorate in order to strengthen the public health system’s capacity to respond to the 
health needs of both, IDP and host community members.   

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH)   

UNICEF, with the support of its implementing and government partners, is providing safe water on a daily basis through 
water trucking activities to IDPs in Camp and Non-Camp Sites in Sulaymaniyah, Diyala, Dahuk, Erbil, and Anbar 
Governorates. UNICEF is also supporting public urban water projects with water purification materials, which will benefit 
an estimated 750,000 people, including IDP and host communities. UNICEF is continuing to upscale its WASH response 
and preparations for the newly established and planned IDP camps. Installation of new systems, the daily operation, 
cleaning and maintenance of existing water and sanitation facilities, as well as solid waste disposal are ongoing, 
supported by daily messaging regarding usage and maintenance of communal WASH facilities, in order to maintain the 
hygienic condition in the camps. So far, 90 per cent of the planned 660 sanitation facilities have been completed in 
Khanke extension. In Bajid Kandala, the installation of 200 showers and 85 per cent of the concrete drainage channel was 
completed, 26 emergency latrines and showers have been rehabilitated and the installation of six boilers for communal 
sanitation facilities are ongoing. In Bersieve Camp, the water network and installation of water tanks was completed, 
leaving only the installation of tap stands and connecting the boreholes with the water storage tanks. In Laylan Camp, 
two elevated tanks, the entire water network, 196 prefab latrines and showers, 28 water tanks, 233 out of 288 cesspools 
for black and grey water and 85 per cent of the storm water network have been completed by the Directorate of Water 
and of Municipality in Kirkuk, with the financial and technical support of UNICEF. The camp is designed to host 1,500 
IDPs families. UNICEF delivered prefab latrines and water tanks to Daqooq in Kirkuk, which will benefit 100 IDPs families, 
once installation is finalized. Latrines and showers in Arbat Transit Camp in Sulaymaniyah have been repaired and 
reinstalled, with 114 latrines and 119 showers now benefiting 2752 IDPs. 
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The construction of sanitation and water facilities was slowed down, however, due to UNICEF’s implementing partners 
having to repair damage to WASH facilities caused by heavy rains the previous week. Contingency planning to reduce 
the risk of future damage due to rain are underway.  In an effort to expand access to hygiene materials and awareness, 
UNICEF is continuing to conduct hygiene promotion activities in and outside of camp settings, reaching 1,425 IDPs alone 
in schools and unfinished building in Zakho. FRC is currently surveying hygiene behaviour in Khanke camp, in order to 
design an adequate awareness campaign which will target the camp population (minimum of 2340 families). Ongoing 
hygiene promotion training and awareness campaigns in Najaf, Kerbala, Babil, Al-Qadissiyah, Wassit and Anbar 
Governorates are benefitting over 3,500 IDPs, mainly women and girls. The WASH response in the centre of Iraq, 
particularly Anbar Governorate was hindered by the most recent wave of displacement and violence throughout the 
month of October. Nonetheless, UNICEF succeeded in delivering 30 prefab latrines and 12 water tanks to Al-Khalidiyah 
and six water tanks to Al-Habbaniyah, which will benefit a minimum of 4,050 IDPs, once they have been installed. The 
delivery of 47 mobile latrines and showers to Al Rahma Camp in Amara-Missan and the second shipment to Amriatte al-
Fallujah are pending until after 10th Muharram. Since June 2014, UNICEF has provided access to safe water to 820,291 
IDPs, improved sanitation facilities and conditions for 236,050 IDPs and provided hygiene materials and increased 
hygiene awareness to 543,086 IDPs all over Iraq. 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

In the light of the early onset of heavy winter rains and storms and the launch of UNICEF’s winterization activities, C4D 
outreach activities focused on communicating with targeted IDP communities prior to winter clothes distributions, in 
order to ensure smooth implementation. UNICEF C4D facilitators and implementing partner, Relief International, 
distributed warm winter clothes to 1,497 children aged between 0 and 14 years in Baherka IDP Camp in Erbil Governorate.  
In Ainkawa, in Erbil Governorate, 285 IDPs benefited from medical support and many more from the health awareness 
campaign provided by UNICEF’s C4D implementing partner Zhian Organization jointly with a team of two doctors, two 
nurses, and 20 IDP volunteers. The Women Empowerment Organization (WEO) covered awareness raising on health and 
nutrition, newborn care, and the importance of polio vaccination and breastfeeding, reaching approximately 160 IDP 
families with essential messaging.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNICEF Syria Crisis: www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html   
UNICEF Syria Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefmena  
UNICEF Syria and Syrian Refugees Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 

 
 
 
Disclaimer: This report is based on information received from various internal and open sources. With the exception of the 
UNICEF Programme Update, not all information could not be independently verified and as such, the report does not reflect 
the opinion or position of UNICEF. This report is intended for informational purposes and is not an official document. 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Marzio Babille 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 919 4145 
Email: MBabille@unicef.org 
 
 

Jeffrey Bates 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 196 4524 
Email: JBates@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/syriancrisis_68134.html
http://www.facebook.com/unicef
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
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Humanitarian Performance Monitoring  

High Priority Indicators* Target 
UNICEF total 

reached 
Jan 1 - June 10 ** 

UNICEF total 
reached June 11 – 
November 3*** 

UNICEF total 
reached January 
1 – November 3 

WASH 

# Of targeted populations with access to a 
sufficient quantity of safe water for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene 

3.500,000 164,370 820,291 984,661 

# Of targeted populations with access to 
appropriate sanitation facilities and services 

500,000 157,800 236,050 393,850 

# Of school children benefiting from clean and 
sanitary learning environment for improved 
health and learning outcomes 

200,000 3,400 2,520 5,920 

# Of targeted populations with access to basic 
hygiene items and messages on safe hygiene 
practices 

900,000 210,378 543,086 753,464 

EDUCATION 

#  Of IDP children (6-17 years old) with access to 
education opportunities 

125,000 14,750 5,254 20,004 

#  Of host community children (6-17 years old) 
regain access to education opportunities 

125,000 - - - 

#  Of children with access to psychosocial 
support in education programs 

60,000 1,600 790 2,390 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

# Of children provided with access to growth 
monitoring (nutrition screening) services 

340,000 - 1,582 1,582 

#  Of children 6 months – 15 years vaccinated for 
measles  

IDP: 270,000 - 143,969 a 143,969 

Host: 5.10 m - 0 0 

# Of children 0 59 months vaccinated for Polio in 
crises affected areas 

IDP: 340,000 175,000 339,656 a 339,656 a 

Host: 5.6 m 0 5,345,154a 5,345,154a 

CHILD PROTECTION 

#  Of grave violations of child rights verified and 
documented 

2,500 188 415 603 

#  Of children receiving specialized child 
protection services: reunified or in alternative 
care 

2,000 0 - - 

#  Of children accessing Psychosocial Support 
Services 

75,000 430 10,500  10,930  

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

# Of most vulnerable families receiving child 
focused cash transfer 

10,000 families - 0 0 

RAPID RESPONSE 

# Of sudden and multiple displaced individuals 
receiving essential relief items (family package) 

1,400,000  - 207,895b 207,895b  

WINTERIZATION 

# Of most vulnerable children better protected 
from risks of winter with appropriate clothing 

200,000 - 13,498 13,498 

# Of most vulnerable individuals reached with 
interventions (other than clothing) aiming at 
protecting them from the risks of winter 

- - 33,962 33,962 

* High Priority Indicator Table still under revisions according to the revised SRP, released October 23, 2014. 
** Period comprising response to Anbar IDP crisis only;  
*** Period comprising response to multiple IDP crisis, from Anbar crisis on; 
a This figure reflects only IDP children vaccinated throughout polio campaigns. Since polio immunization campaigns target all children under 5 years 
of age all over Iraq, beneficiary figures are estimates according to official IDP planning figures (1.1 million IDPs all over Iraq, of which approximately 
200,000 are under 5 years of age, as off July 2014). Figures indicate the number of children that have been vaccinated at least once. ; 
b This figure reflects only the individuals reached through the Rapid Response Mechanism partners: DRC, NRC, ACTED, Mercy Corps, and Save the 
Children International. Given the sudden influx of IDPs in the first weeks of August 2014, other partners delivered rapid response packages reaching 
more than 15,000 individuals. 

 


